Inside this
issue:

%

Main Office:
856-7929

Website:
http:/ligon.wepss.net

Phonemaster:
856-7939 ext 2835

Student Services:
856-7940

Email Announcements:
ligonparents-subscribe
@yahoogroups.com

Community Funding Links:
www.foodlion.com

Target: 81079

Harris Teeter: 3875

Kroger: 80753

Office Depot; 70062124

A Message From Your PTA President ...

Since this my final report for the year, |
would like to say how grateful | am for all of
the parents who have been involved in the
PTA at Ligon!! It has been my pleasure to
serve as your PTA President this academic
year. The enthusiasm and energy to
participate in the PTA has been wonderful.
It has been so nice to see our 6™ grade
parents jump right in and contribute so
much to our success this year. The
administrators, teachers and students have
joined with the PTA to make sure that all
students at Ligon Middle School have a
positive and rewarding experience. To all of
you, THANK YOU SO MUCH for your
commitment.

| would also like to express my appreciation
to Scott Lyons. He has been our greatest
supporter throughout the year. Without his
dedication many of our projects and ideas
would have never been accomplished.

As we prepare for the next school year, |
would like to say that the PTA is in great
hands with Carol Cuffney, your next PTA
President. She is already working hard to

make the next year even better. If you
would like to be a part of the PTA Board for
2007-2008, please let Carol or any PTA
Board member know you would like to be
involved.

Please support the annual Book Fair from
April 23-27. Laura Brooks and the media
center staff will be delighted to help you find
some great summer reading material for
your child.

Finally, as approach the last half of the
school year, | would like to encourage you
to continue to support the PTA and the
Teachers. Encourage your children to stay
focused and finish up the year strong. With
all of this beautiful weather, keeping their
mind on school assignments may be a
challenge.

Michelle Collins Ogle, PTA President
mickeyog@hotmail.com

Carol Cuffney, PTA President-Elect
cuffamily@nc.rr.com

Eighth Grade Events

8th Grade Dance

Date: Friday, May 18, 2007

Time: 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Location: Ligon Middle School Gym
Attire: Semi-Formal (No jeans, sneakers,
shorts) Students should dress-up.

This dance is for Ligon 8th Grade
Students ONLY!!!

8th Grade Picnic

Date: Friday, June 7, 2007

Time: Immediately following the Awards
Day Ceremony

Parent volunteers must be at Ligon by
9:30 a.m. to begin setup/cooking/etc.
Check your student's backpack for the
letter pertaining to items for the 8th Grade
Dance and Picnic. The letter was sent
home with students the week of March 12-
16, 2007.

Teacher Appreciation
Teacher Appreciation Week will be held
March 27th through the 30th. We will
provide the staff with a breakfast on
Monday and a light luncheon on Tuesday
and Wednesday. On Thursday we will be
giving away a number of nice gifts as "door
prizes" to round out the week.

You can show your support this week by
volunteering to provide food/help or
monetary donations. Another great way to
show your child's teacher how much they
are appreciated is for you and/or your child
to write a note of thanks during this
week. Let's show the hard-working staff at
Ligon how much we appreciate them for
everything they do all year.

Please contact Beth Klingman at
sklingman@nc.rr.com or 852-1992 if you
would like to participate.




Principal’s Report

We have had a wonderful start to the second semester.
This has been a busy and exciting time for our staff and
students. We are currently working with teachers to
determine the electives that will be offered next year, and
we will be gearing up for student registration shortly. Our
elective fair/6" grade registration open house will be on
May 9 and more details will be provided on our website
(http://ligon.wcpss.net) and in upcoming PhoneMaster
messages.

Our seventh grade teachers and students have been
working diligently this year to prepare for the seventh
grade writing test. The test took place on March 13. We
are confident that our students were well-prepared, did
their best and were successful. The End-of Grade tests
will be given the week of May 14 or May 21 (more
information to come) and the EOC tests will be given the
week of May 28.

We are excited about a new program that we have been
planning to implement next school year. The program is
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) and a group of Ligon

teachers, staff, and administrators have been attending
district trainings in order to plan the implementation of this
program school-wide. PBS refers to the teaching of
appropriate behaviors in different locations and situations.
This program is a combination of effective practices that:
teach and encourage respectful and responsible
behaviors, use data continuously to support decision
making, and create a school climate that supports
positive staff and student and relationships. Many schools
that are currently using PBS strategies are noticing more
instructional time, improved staff and student attendance,
and increased student achievement. We are looking
forward to working with our students and staff next year to
make our outstanding school even better.

Since this is the last newsletter of the year, | want to
thank all of you for an outstanding year. | hope everyone
has a wonderful summer and great 2007-2008 school
year.

Scott Lyons, Principal

Ligon Sports Boosters President’s M essage

Hello Ligon “Lil Blues” students, parents and teachers.
We're in the home stretch of another fantastic year at
Ligon. With plenty of sports action going on for the
spring -- boys soccer, girls softhall, and girls and boys
track -- it'll be a busy time. On behalf of the Sports
Boosters, we hope that you've had a great year and that
the spring season wraps up with super success!

By the time you read this, the Ligon athletic department
will have put on Ligon’s own version of “March Madness”.
It is the first of what is hoped to be an annual event. As of
this writing, it appears there will be about 25 teams, all of
whom will be vying for that coveted crown. Also, there will
be no shortage of comers to take on the faculty in the
student-faculty game. Sports Boosters will be there
assisting. We certainly hope it continues to grow and
thrive. Kudos to Coach Grigas and the PE department.
Another tradition started at Ligon!

The Sports Boosters has had a great year with strong
apparel sales, increased membership, and across the
board support from the school. We believe we have
accomplished the goals we set for ourselves this year.
And in addition, there wil be one additional
accomplishment that together with the administration will
get done. Two trophy cases will be built and set up to
house all of the trophies Ligon has garnered over the
years. The LSB is so very pleased to be able to contribute
to this and promote the Ligon legacy.

Sports Boosters is poised to do even more for Ligon and
team sports at the school. Several parents have stepped
up to be involved with Sports Boosters next year. But by
no means is the list complete. While we are a small

group, many hands are needed for such things as apparel
sales, communications, webpage manager, volunteer
coordinator, and team reps (who coordinate the parents
who sell concessions). We need parents of the rising 7"
and 8" graders to step up. Whether your child has played
on a team this year or not, Sports Boosters wants to
encourage you to get involved and actively participate on
the Board. Carry on the tradition! You can contact me or
any one of the Board members listed on the Sports
Boosters webpage. Ligon needs your ideas, needs your
time, and needs your desire to make a difference! Come
to a meeting ... see what it's all about ... get involved!
Your kids will think it's cool!

Also, in response to parent interest, Coach Grigas and
the Sports Boosters will be holding a parent-student
interest meeting for two potential new club teams — boys
baseball and lacrosse. If there is sufficient interest and
parent involvement, these teams would be organized for
the 2007-2008 year. The meeting will be held either in
late March or early April. Check the school calendar and
listen on Principal Lyons phone message for the date.

Finally, 1 want to thank the administration and staff, the
teachers, and all of the parents, whether they were board
members or helpers pitching in over the past 2 years, for
your contributions toward the success of the LSB. This is
my final year and | have thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to be involved at Ligon. | hope that you
continue to support Ligon in all its endeavors: academics,
arts, and athletics!

Thank you,
Mark Petermann, LSB President




News from Ligon’sArts Departments

Look at all the Arts Departments are up to! Come to
exciting performances for great entertainment! Give a
lasting gift to honor a teacher or student — purchase a
plaque for an auditorium seat. These lasting $50 gifts are
great graduation presents. Contact Regina Petteway,
rpetteway@co.wake.nc.us for details, or visit the LAB
website, http://www.ligonarts.org/, and look under “forms”.

Band:
Congratulations to William Su and Yeshel Chokshi, who
were both accepted to the Honors All-State Band after
their auditions on Saturday, March 3. They will
participate in the All-State Clinic on the weekend of
April 27 - 29 on the UNC-Chapel Hill campus.
Congratulations to the entire cast and crew of Damn
Yankees. We send a huge thanks to the Pit
Orchestra. We worked hard, but we had fun!
Ligon performs in Spoleto! Ligon's Concert Band,
Jazz Band, Honors Chorus, Vocal Ensemble, and
Magic have been accepted to perform in the Piccolo
Spoleto Festival in Charleston, SC. It is a great honor to
perform at this event. Last year only two schools
presented programs and those were high
schools! Good luck musicians, and do us proud!
We had a fantastic Festival Band Concert on Tuesday
evening, March 6. Beginning, Intermediate, Symphonic,
and Concert Bands all performed pieces from the North
Carolina Band Festival list. Symphonic and Concert
Bands will participate in the festival on Wednesday,
March 28 at Chapel Hill High School. We will be judged
and rated on our ability to perform our prepared pieces
with the highest degree of musicianship and on our
ability to sight-read a new piece of music.
Ligon's Jazz Band performed on the mezzanine prior
to the Pieces of Gold program on March 7. This is one
of our favorite performances of the year. What can be
more fun than playing on a red carpeted, curved
staircase with a huge crystal chandelier glowing in front
of you and adoring fans hovering at your elbows,
hanging on your every note? Congratulations on a
wonderful performance!

Dance:

New York, New York! In January, Dance Company
and Tapestry traveled to New York City to take dance
classes at Broadway Dance Center. The dancers
studied Theatre Dance, Hip-Hop, Lyrical Jazz, Ballet,
Jazz, and Tap and saw Phantom of the Opera and
Mary Poppins. We returned to Ligon with a wealth of
dance knowledge. Look for our new work in the spring
dance concert inspired from New York teachers.

The dancers thank LAB and PTA for help with funding
so that Mr. Heath and Mrs. Pope could attend the trip. A
big thank you goes to Kathryn Stover for planning the
trip and Barbara Marley for working as our treasurer as
well as working as our chaperones. Also thank you to
our chaperones Tina Funke, Lydia Aldridge, Donna
MacCormick, Kim Misak, Verene Poole, Sherry
Henderson, Denise Thornton, and Darlene Gidron.

India dance at Duke Children’s Hospital. Thanks to a
PTA grant, Dance Company was able to invite back
Megha Bisarya to set a new Indian dance. This year’s
work is entitled “This Magic”. Premiere performance of
“This Magic” was performed at Duke Children’s
Hospital, February 28. The dance will also be
performed in April and May for various elementary
students as well as at home on our own Ligon stage.
Also performing at Duke with Dance Company was
Dance Ensemble, a new ensemble of dedicated
dancers that meets second semester. Works performed
by both groups were “Cover Me” from Rent, “Old
School” using music from Rize, “I'm Alive” by Celine
Dion, and a funky piece from “Step Up”. Each dancer
visited the children’s ward to hand deliver gift bag
donations that the dancers had put together
themselves.

Pieces of Gold. Dance Company and Silver Strings
performed “Mozart Revisited” in the annual Pieces of
Gold, March 7, which included a dancing Mozart
partnering Brittany Thornton. Meg Aldridge & Elizabeth
Homick performed a spectacular pointe duet. The
dancers thank the Ligon administration for Dance
Company’s new classical ballet costumes.

Future Performances: On May 3, Dance Company &
Tapestry perform at Ligon. On May 23 at 7:00 pm, it is
the Spring Dance Concert!

Music

Vocal Ensemble, Honors Chorus, and Treble Chorus
will participate in the East #1 Middle School Large
Ensemble Choral Festival on Thursday, March 15.
Since Ligon hosts this event, many of our choral
personnel will also serve as guides for the 25 schools
that will visit us that day. We are especially grateful to
the choral parents helping us with this event!

Magic will perform for the Garner Senior Center on
March 21.

Vocal Choirs go to Charleston and perform at the
Spoleto Festival during their June 1-3 tour.

The spring Choral Concert is May 8 — Come Enjoy!

Theatre:

Damn Yankees! We had record crowds every night
and extreme success. The entire cast and crew were
just delightful to work with and worked well together
without any huge egos. Everyone supported each other
and all helped when it came to difficult scene changes
and prop distribution.

Flowers for Algernon: A drama will be performed by
Encore Performance Ensemble. Performances are April
26, at 2:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday, April 27 and
28, at 7:00 p.m.

Video Production:

Damn Yankee DVDs will be on sale soon, for $20.
Who doesn’t want to see and hear this incredible
performance, one-more-time!

— Sally Bloom, LAB Correspondent




Magnet Recruiting News

By the time you read this, families across Wake County
will have learned if their child has been assigned to Ligon
for the 2007-08 year. We had over 500 families visit Ligon
during the recruiting period. Many thanks to those parents
who welcomed them at the door, baked and/or served
them delicious cookies, answered their questions and
generally shared with them the Ligon story. PTA, LAB,
LSB, and Quad A parents provided much needed support
and advice.

Parent involvement in Ligon’s recruiting is crucial for our
continued success in attracting families. We greatly
appreciate your help. Special thanks to Michelle Ogle,
Joni and Austin Brooks, and Loretta and Jillian Campbell
who represented Ligon families at the WCPSS Magnet

Information Sessions during January. Also, many thanks
to Ligon parents Holly Hatfield and Mary Ann Williams for
the many hours they contributed in preparing recruiting
materials.

Two Ligon parents, Carol Wilson (tocew@msn.com) and
John Tsikerdanos (jtsikerdanos@yahoo.com), represent
Ligon on the Wake County Magnet Parent Resource
advisory committee. Meeting quarterly, this committee,
composed of parents from the counties program magnet
schools, discusses and advises general issues related to
magnet schools. At its March meeting they met with head
of the WCPSS transportation office regarding magnet
school transportation.

—Marjorie K.N. Salzman, Magnet Program Coordinator

EASY FUNDRAISING

1. Link to stores

Harris Teeter 3875 — You can link to more than one
organization and Harris Teeter will divide the proceeds
equally. You must “relink” each school year. Visit
www.harristeeter.com for details.

Kroger 80753 — Link your Kroger Plus card.

Target 81079 — Target "Take Charge of Education”
Program will donate cash to Ligon equal to 1% of your
Target Visa or Target Card purchases made at Target
stores or target.com and %% of your Target Visa or
Target Card purchases anywhere else. Our number is
81079. Register at target.com or call 1-800-316-6142.

Office Depot 70062124

Food Lion — Register your MVP card at foodlion.com.

2. Send in Campbell’s soup labels
Visit www.labelsforeducation.com for more info.

3. Box Tops for Education Ligon earns 10 cents
for each box top. Visit www.boxtops4education.com for
more info and COUPONS.

. Send in Harris Teeter milk caps with an“H” on
cap. Visit www.harristeeter.com for more info.

5. Cheer on the ‘Canes! Buy a discounted Carolina
Hurricanes ticket and show your Harris Teeter VIC card
and Ligon earns $3. See www.caneshockey.com.

6. Make your Phantom donation today
Make your tax-deductible Phantom check payable to

Ligon PTA and return it to the school office TODAY!!

. Tyson foods — Send in Project A+ labels from
Tyson foods. Ligon earns 24 cents for each label. Visit
www.tyson.com/projectaplus/ for details.

Support Ligon All Year!

Enjoy your favorite magazines and benefit our school!

We know you probably buy magazines throughout the
year. Why not purchase them through our school's web
site...so we can receive extra funds!

3 Easy Steps:

1. Log onto our web site at http://ligon.wcpss.net and click
on the QSP icon at the upper right of your screen. It's
important that you start at our website to ensure our
school benefits from your purchase.

2. Shop and order on line.

3. Enjoy your magazine!

Or go to QSP.com and click shop now and your account
number is 425062488.

Everyone Benefits:

-Benefit 1 - 40% of each purchase goes to our school.
-Benefit 2 - You can shop in the comfort of your own
home.

-Benefit 3 - Magazines make great gifts for family,
relatives, and friends.

-Benefit 4 - An any-time fundraiser for our school!

Thank you for your support!!

It's never too late to support Ligon.
Please donate to the Ligon PTA Phantom Fundraiser.




A HUGE, HEARTY THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE DONATED TO THE PTA PHANTOM! For those who have not
yet given, it is not too late. We are still hovering just beneath the $25,500 mark, so every dollar contributed brings our school
community that much closer to our goal. Please show your gratitude for the fact that our children are in the best magnet middle
school in Wake County, and help ensure that our innovative curriculum continues to receive necessary financial support. The

following people have contributed as of March 9, 2007:

Kathy & Kem Ahlers

Robert Anderson & Janice McLaughlin

Sarah Anderson

Rebekah Arrington

Helen & Mark Atkinson
Sue Ann & Jon Austin
Annette & Dan Axberg
Barbara & Randy Ayers
Tammy & Colyn Bacon
Tianbao & Jing Yang Bai
Hoyt Bailey

Susan & Tracy Baker
Laurie & Kenneth Barnhouse
Mary Basnight

Heather & Michael Battaglino
Cindy Bazemore

Lisa & Lorin Beresnyak
Valerie & Howard Berinson
Karen & Jeff Bhattacharya
Subroto & Nandita Billow
Alacia & Paul Blocha

Ann & Andrew

Sally & Ben Bloom

Saara & Nikki Bonakdar
Brenda Bone-Quille

Joyce Bowden

Susan Brader

Karen & Wyatt Brannan
Jackie Brooks

Laura & Bob Brooks

Laura & Mark Brooks

Deb Brown

Christopher Bryant & Edye Morris
Betty & Joey Bullock
Sheila & Mark Burke
Nancy & Declan Burns
Michelle Burrows

Kevin Cain & Ann McColl
Loretta & Ernest Campbell
Sarah & Christopher Capel
Kelly Carter & Felicia Hill
Tracy Casorso

Linda & Eric Chabinsky
Leigh & Jim Chabreck
Gretchen Chapman

Ruth Chell

Clay Clark & Deborah Danzeiser
Kelly & Michael Clay

Tom Clement& NC Haischer
Erin & Steven Cohen

Jim Comen

Lynn Condreay

Fairley & Dan Cook

Cathy & Frank Couch

Julie Cozzie

Karen & Ken Croft

Carol & James Cuffney
Amelia & Philip Dahn

Alli & Kaali Dass

Brent Davis & Erika Richard
Kathy & Bob Davis

Rana & Irina Dayal

Denise & Max Deycaza
Randi & Steven Dmiszewicki
Pamela Douglas

Jane & lan Dunbar

Reshan & Gretua Fernando
Nora & Dan Flyn;n

Robert Foyle & Rebecca Page
Deanna & Chris Frey
Cassie & Joel Fuller
Anabella George

Carolyn & Ronald Gersch
Ellen & Edward Giunco
Corkey & Steve Goldsmith
Sheryl & Steven Gostling
Nancy & David Gough

Mary & Wayne Grant

Alison & Trent Green

Kim & W.E. Griffin

Chris Grimes & Yvonne Harwood
Prakash Duguru

Ruchi & Vineet Gupta
Cynthia & Kenneth Gwynn
Mary Hamrick

Nagaraj Haravu & Shailaja Mallur
Christina & Edward Harvey
Stephanie Hawke

Sun & Geoff Hazel
Freddie-Lee Heath

Crystal Henderson

Becky & Reece Hester
Susan & Dan Higgins
Susan Hittner

Becky & Stuart Hobbs
Rebecca Hodge

Lisa & Bruce Hodges

Paula & Bill Hoffman

Terry & Michael Holton
Maria & Adam Holtzman
Victoria & Daniel Homick
Annette & Dan Homiller
Shahim & Mohammad Hossain
Catherine & Philip Hren
Holly Hunnicutt

Chitra & Purush lyer

Sunil & Renu Jain

Muniyandi & Shanthi Jawahar
Ramona & Tom Jenner
Mark Jolly & Karen Polk
Amy & Jeff Jones

Ellen & Delmar Jones

Nollie Jones

Elizabeth Jones

Patricia & Donald Jones
Laura & Michael Juelke
Hyummin & Sunmi Kang
Deborah & Tom Keefe

Nelle & Tom Keeley

Susan & Steve Kenny

Elena Khvostova

Allyson & Cameron King
Beth & Steve Klingman
Melanie & Bill Knight
Dorena Kohrs

Phyllis and Alan Kritz
Jennifer & Michael Kromhout
Mani Kumaré& Usha Gopalaswamy
Christine & David Kushner
Leslie & Robert Lacin

Lynn & Allen Langlois

Marie and George Lauture
Melissa & Patrick Lawton

Bill Ledford

Patrice & Warren Lee
Yi-kuan Lee & Hui-lin Tsai
Susan & Chris Lemmons
Tammy & James Lester
Man-Chi Leung & Anita Ho
Rohan Lewis

Bailan Li & Ann Hu

Weigen Liang & Junying Zhu
Shu-yuan & Hsin-mu Lin
Xingquan Liu & Fanjie Meng
Beth Loehfelm

Donna & Tim MacCormac

Continued p.6 —
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Amy Mackintosh & Tom Kagan
Carole & Rick Marcotte

Kathy & Dave Malarkey
Barbara & Robert Marley

Kim Marley

Bonnie & Randy McAdams
Wanda & Willie McCargo

Noel & Michael McLaughlin
Barbara & Warren McNeil
John McNeirney & Renee Palmer
Rashmi & Samir Mehta
Dorothy & John Mellin

Betsy Merenbloom

Robin & Jeff Miller

Dipti & Manoj Misra

Kristen & Michael Monahan
Marcia & Rodney Moore
Michelle Morehouse

Betty & Paul Morgan

Angela & Steve Morris
Lakshmi Muradilaran

Nathan & Kausalya Nallainathan
Jennifer & Tom Norton
Michelle & Adrian Ogle

Rod Oliver & Jackie Hughes
Lashon Ormond

Lisa & Peter Pace

Laura & Hugh Parks

Arinasin & Hasmita Patel

Julie & Mack Paul

Gerald Payton & Fay Cobb
Gary Pearce

Cathy & Brian Perkinson

Max Perpolli & Dana Price
James Peterson & Judy Pidcock
Betsy & Tom Petrucelli

Regina & Arthur Petteway
Kathy & Bob Phillips

Joanne & Bob Pilot

Todd Poston & Carolyn Wilson
Gabriela Powell

Joan & Preston Poythress
Julie & Eric Price

Chris & Daniel Pryfogle

Rayna Qiu

Maryann & Don Quartiere

Claudia Rawlings

Allen & Smith Raynore
Jonathan Reece

Karen & Sam Register
Susan & Steve Reinhard
Mary Relyea

Jane & Stephen Rhudy
David Rice

Gloria & Henry Rich

Deb & Tad Richard

Greg Rideout & Diana Levey
Odessa & Marvin Robers
Tina & John Roschuk
Bentley Rose

Karen & Robert Rosser
Mary Nash & John Russer
Lezlie Rusin

Katie Sabino

Richelle & Mike Sajovec
Andy Schwab & Aliza Bricklin
Pam Schweitzer

Ayesha & Bilal Shah

Harlan Shays & Shawn Sager
Carol & Bill Shelton
Kimberly Shelton

Timothy & Angela Sherrill
Mary & Kemp Sherron
Sandra Shipp

Dee & Wayne Shore
Rebecca & Sean Shultz
Laura & Douglas Siever
Bindu Singh

Sivaraj & Jega Sivaraj

Debra & Matthew Skiko
Ginny & Michael Sledge
Cynthia & Matthew Smith
Esther & Andrew Spaltenstein
Kelvin & Tracey Spragley
Kelly Stabler

Catherine & Fred Staley
Carson Stallings

Lisa Stallings

Stacie & David Steinbrunn
Robert Stone & Susan Joyner
Kathryn & David Stover

Dell & Blake Strayhorn

Barbara & Gary Styers
Sureshkumar & Gayathri Subraman
Barbara & Terry Suess
Margaret Sumrell

Guduru Suryapraicash
Sheilah Sutton

Xinglin Teng & Aijun Xiu
Karen Thorsen

Cindy & David Tinstman
Tina & John Tsikerdanos
Lisa & Brian Tobey

Colleen Toumey

Kristen & Gregory Turner
Donna & Joseph Tyson
Hilda Underhill

Vasudeva & Lilitha Ramchandra
Virginia Vazquez

Vedha & Mala Vedaiayan
Alicia & Chris Veit

Lalitra Venharasubramanian
Kathleen Vilano

Stephanie & Dwayne Vinson
Colleen & Ed Vitek

Ellen & Mark Vitek

Varsha & Sharad Vora
Cathy Wagner

Kathryn Wall

Renee & Charles Wall
Stacie & Brian Watson

Terri & Chris Watson
Michelle & Richard Wayland
Royce Weeks

Wanda & Joe Wells
Jennifer & Deck Whaley
Lisa & Scott White

Dwi & Nia Wicaksana
Janice & Brian Williams
Mary Ann & Geoff Williams
Bill and Anne Wimer

Calla & Gerald Wright

Miles Wright & Amy Veach
Nancy & Pete Wurman
Jianren Yang & Lun Xiao
Laura & Mike Zande

Ligon PTA Needs You

Success for all our children depends on parent involvement. Ligon PTA offers innumerable opportunities for each of us
to share our time and efforts in ways that benefit the school and, most importantly, the students. The PTA is looking for
board members for 2007 -2008. Please contact Carol Cuffney at cufffamily@nc.rr.com if you are interested in a board

position.




LIGON GT MAGNET MIDDLE SCHOOL
A Magnet Schools of America Award Winning School

PHANTOM FUNDRAISER

2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR
PTA is the ONLY organization that benefits
Every Ligon Student, Teacher and Parent!

Recent PTA Funded Programs & Activities:
Artist in Residence Staff Appreciation week Honor Roll Breakfast
8" Grade Graduation Activities End-Of-Year LigonFest
Reflections Fine Arts Recognition

It Is Never Too Late to Give...

Please Do Your Part to Support Your School!
If you have not already done so, please give generously to Ligon PTA's Annual

Campaign:
Miracle Makers $540 ($3 per school day)
Dream Makers $360 ($2 per school day)
Champions $180 ($1 per school day
Faithful Friends $100
Helping Hands $50
Honor Roll $25
Other Amount $
Parent 1
Parent 2
Address
Phone Email
Child 1 Grade 1' Period Teacher
Child 2 Grade 1' Period Teacher

Thank you in advance for returning this form to the school office:
Ligon Middle School/ 706 E. Lenoir Street/ Raleigh, NC 27601 ATTN: PTA



President’s M essage from Ligon Arts Boosters

Dear Parents,

As this is the last Link you will receive for this school year,
let me just say thanks for the many ways you have
supported LAB. Without your financial support, the
teachers would not have been able to buy the supplies
they need to give our children the fine arts lessons they
receive every day — free of charge. We would not have
been able to give scholarships to students to help them
attend the educational trips that have become an integral
part of the performing arts experience at Ligon. Without
the hands of those of you who volunteered, wrapping
paper distribution would have taken days rather than
hours, and we could not have served hundreds of scoops
of ice cream without you. It has been a smooth and
successful year thanks to you all.

The LAB Board members also receive my gratitude. LAB
could not have been LAB without you all. You have put in
tons of time and made it all happen, and you are a great
team to work with. Many thanks to those rotating off and
to those continuing to serve next year!

Thanks, too, to our amazing arts teachers. You give our
children top-level lessons, encouragement, and
opportunities to try things they would never experience
anywhere else. Many of them discover talents they never
knew they had. On top of that, you give them a place to

be, to do things they like, to create, to work individually, to
work in collaboration, to meet others based on common
interests. You teach, you care, you inspire. How can we
thank you enough?

Arts students, thanks for sharing your talents! Your
productions and concerts are phenomenal, your artwork
around the school is a terrific art gallery for us all to enjoy,
LTV is worthy of an Emmy, and the Ligon website is
outstanding and constantly changing. | am regularly
blown away by what you can do. The year isn't over yet.
Enjoy the last concerts and performances - they
showcase these talented children and what they can do
after a year of learning from these amazing teachers. It is
hard to believe they are middle school performances. If
you would like to order an auditorium plaque to honor
your student or a faculty member, e-mail Regina
Petteway at RPetteway@co.wake.nc.us.

Lastly, we are organizing for next year and would love to
have everyone involved. If you have an interest in
fundraising, hospitality, art sale, volunteer organizing, or
just being on call, please e-mail LAB President-Elect,
Mary Ann Williams at maryann422@bellsouth.net. She’s
planning a terrific year for 07/08.

Many thanks for a great year,
Ellen Vitek, LAB President

Ligon Encourages Creative Learning

Martin Luther King, Jr. Field Trip

On Saturday, January 20", the AVID and LSC classes
took a spectacular MLK field trip to NCSU. It started off
with pizza and juice, as well as happy conversations at
the Ligon cafeteria. Leaving the cafeteria, the AVID and
LSC groups boarded the bus with excited faces. On the
way to NC State University we listened to music with our
friends. After arriving at the university, we split into groups
and had a very fantastic discussion with NC State
students about world hunger. We also enjoyed a Step
Team show from the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, which is
the same fraternity that Martin Luther King, Jr. was in
while he was in college. We also watched a slide show
about the tragedies of hunger around the world. After that
the packing of the dehydrated meals began and it was
fun! We packed over 19,000 meals to help starving
children. The meals were comprised of rice, dried soy,
dried veggies, dried chicken and vitamins. Afterward we
cleaned up and received our Martin Luther King, Jr. t-
shirts. We took pictures in our t-shirts and then hopped
back on the bus to take a marvelous tour around NC
State’s huge campus. We arrived back at Ligon Middle
School after a long and fun Saturday!

-- Miyeah Thompson, 6" grader

French Friendships

On March 30, nine French 2 and French 3 students will
go to Washington, D.C. to greet their French
correspondents. The French students will be here during
our Spring Break. They come from Raleigh's Sister City,
Compiegne, which is one hour north of Paris. During our
Spring Break in 2008, these hosting students will go visit
and stay with the student they are hosting this spring. All
in all, a fun exchange.

-- Gretchen Chapman, French Teacher

Coral Reef Mural

Students in Mr. Lucas’ animal science elective brought
the walls to life by creating a Coral Reef Mural. In addition
to putting their creative and artistic skill to work, students
had an opportunity to research the abundance of life that
exist in a typical coral reef. This lively mural will serve as
a reminder of the diversity of life for many years to
come. This project was funded through the generosity of
a PTA Minigrant. Although many students worked
diligently to complete this project, student leaders
throughout were Stephanie Huang, Brenna Stallings,
Lauren Frey, Alfonso Hermengildo, and Taylor Adair.

-- Paul Lucas, Science/Social Studies Teacher




Planting Seeds

At the beginning of the school year, | decided that | was
going to grow vegetables in my classroom. Having a nice
wide windowsill that runs the entire length of the room, |
thought that it would be an ideal use of the space. Now |
didn’t consider that these were north-facing windows or
the fact that we had time off in November and December
when care for the plants would be sporadic, but | was
determined. As the vegetables grew, the students and |
could observe and talk about the changes, and at some
point during the year, we could have salad. What a
fantastic learning experience this would be!

On the first day of school, | set up two big window boxes,
filled them with a good quality soil, and planted cucumber
seeds in one and tomato seeds in the other. | talked with
my classes about how planting seeds was sort of like
teaching: you continually plant seeds, but you never
know which are going to grow. | prepare the soil (the
students) by planning what | hope will be interesting
lessons and adjusting for their learning styles and trying
to keep in frequent touch with their parents, and | hope
that these preparations will help the seeds (knowledge) to
grow, but | have to wait and see.

Many of our seeds did sprout and started growing. The
students wondered why the cucumbers came up so much
faster than the tomatoes, and we talked about how
different seeds take longer, or that they have different
requirements as far as light, water, soil, etc. This is much
like students and how well they do in school. They have
their own rate, their own backgrounds, their own learning
styles, strengths, and weaknesses. These will vary the

rate at which their seeds of knowledge grow. The
tomatoes did eventually come up and over the next few
weeks, | had to thin the tender shoots so that the best
plants could grow, similar to highlighting the important
facts as my students prepared for tests over the material |
was planting...uhm, teaching.

We were excited when the cucumbers blossomed and
little cucumbers started growing, but then they stopped.
The cucumbers never got to be more than a half an inch
long! We tried a couple of them, and they were good, but
they didn’t grow. | couldn't explain that very well, but
disposed of the cucumber plants during the holiday break
and said that sometimes, no matter what you try, things
don’t work out the way we plan and we just have to start
over. Meanwhile, the tomato plants were growing huge,
yet they wouldn’t blossom. The plants were very resilient;
pieces would break off, but would grow right back...but no
fruit.

Well, the experiment didn’t go quite the way | had hoped,
and we never did get our salad, but I've learned a lot and
shared some insights with my students. Sometimes the
seeds we plant don't bear the fruit that we intend,
sometimes it just takes more time, or we have to change
the soll, the light, the seeds. We make our mistakes and
learn from them. The key is to keep on trying, and
eventually we find the solutions to the problems, and with
patience we grow seeds that bear fruit. Not such a bad
lesson after all, for the students AND the teacher.

-- Doug Fogg, 6" Grade Special Programs Teacher

What'sUp ...

Book Fair

The 2007 Ligon Book Fair will be held April 23-27 in the
Ligon Library. All students and parents are encouraged to
attend. The Book Fair will be open each day during
normal school hours, and will open early on Tuesday,
April 24 for Books and Bagels beginning at 7:00 a.m.
The Book Fair will also stay open until 3:30 p.m. on
Thursday, April 26. All profits from the Book Fair go to
the Ligon Library.

We need volunteers to work at the Book Fair. Please
contact Laura Brooks at Icb@nc.rr.com or 851-9319 if
you're interested in volunteering.

PTA Bylaws Renewal

The bylaws are a legally binding document that governs
the Ligon PTA. Bylaws must be renewed every four
years. The bylaws will be available for review from the
Ligon PTA website and the PTA bulletin board. They will
be voted on at the general PTA meeting in May.

Student Recognition

PTA's Student Recognition volunteers distributed treats
on February 9 to over 400 students who achieved all A's
or all A/B's for the second quarter. Look for their names in
the display cases outside the media center. Watch the
master calendar for the annual Honor Roll breakfasts. At
the end of May, we will honor those students who have
maintained honor roll status throughout the year. You will
receive further information about these dates in the
future. Congratulations to the Honor Roll recipients!

Volunteers Needed for 8th Grade Events

Mark your calendars! The 8" Grade dance is scheduled
for May 18 and the 8" Grade picnic is scheduled for June
7. The planning committee needs your support!! We need
volunteers, cash donations, hot dogs, hamburgers,
veggie burgers, baked goods, condiments, and grills.
Please contact Gia Hoke at ehoke@nc.rr.com or Pam
Douglas at pdouglas@wcpss.net to volunteer. You may
also leave messages at (919) 856-7929. Let's make this
an event to remember for our outgoing 8" graders.




Ligon Sports News

Spring is in the air. If you come by Ligon any afternoon,
you will see the Spring Sports Teams outside training and
working hard. Congratulations to the student-athletes who
made a team. It is an honor to represent Ligon.

Boys Soccer: Mauricio Baretto, Carlos Floyd, Charlie
Hoffman, lan Hoffman, Adam Lester, David McAdams,
Alex Newman, Dan Piltzer, Shamit Prabhu, Danny
Schmitt, Adam Vitek, Tim Wurman, Blair Capal, Yeshel
Chokshi, Jack Hermann, Conor Monahan, Perry Staley

Girls Softball: Mary Frances Pace, Aubrey Chesson, Lily
Herbert, Shenequa Jordan, Tegan George, Shaberia
Cunningham, Matilda Smith, Leah Smith, Kirstey
Henderson, Allie Higgins, Brittany Bullock, Najah Owens,
and Danielle Tyson

Girls Track: Ayana Bessard, Destiny Martin, Stefany
Saura, Arielle McMillan, Dannielle Davis, Antonia Jeffers,
Karol Tumer, Megan Peedin, Andrina Akins, Shynece
Tucker, Lynessa Lykes, Maria Vasser, Colleen Ni, Maria
Boyer, Claire Zeng, Namandje Rome, Elizabeth Homick,
Kelsey Perry, Katherine Khvstova, Kristina Bailey, Ryan
Davis, Lauren Greenlee, Bria Jeffreys, Kadiji Evans,
Samare Sambou, Hayley Lemmons, Nikhita Jain, Rohini
Ghosh, Sophie Allen, Sarah Hamilton, Carlesha Hodges

Boys Track: Adrian Bynum, Alex Li, Brian Okonkwo, DD
Alston, Derrick Hicks, Donaven Byrdsong, Idrian Evans,
Jamar Leach, Jamario Jones, Jason Blakney, John

Rosser, Jon Chang, Jonathon Muldrow, Kenneth
Dunston, Maurizo Lewis, Ricardo Thorpe, Richard Styers,
Terrell Onunka, Alen Henderson, Jack Fry, Jake Barber,
Jonathan Addison, Jordan Maness, Matthew Ahlers,
Patrick Giunco

Boys Lacrosse and Baseball Clubs: We are looking
into starting club teams for boys Lacrosse and Baseball.
Contact Coach Randall for more information.

Support Ligon Athletics. Volunteer to support fund
raising efforts such as working the concessions at
upcoming events. Buy an All Sports Pass. Go to the
Ligon Sports Boosters link on the Ligon webpage. Your
contribution is tax deductible. We work towards making a
difference in Ligon Athletics! Go Little Blues!

Ligon Sports Boosters Needs You! Does your child
play a team sport? We need you for the Ligon Sports
Boosters. All levels of participation are needed...from
team representatives to board members. All parents are
welcome. Please contact contact Mark Petermann at
markapl777@bellsouth.net

Ligon Spirit wear: Order forms are on the Ligon website
or in the main office.

LSB Website: http://ligon.wcpss.net/comunity/
sports_boosters/index.htm

-- Terri Watson, LSB Correspondent

AVID Elective Needs Your Help

This is the second year for the AVID elective at Ligon. AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination. It is
a college preparatory program designed to target students “in the middle”. These are bright students that may have not

tapped their potential but would like to know how.

We are looking for volunteers to help tutor in the classroom, be a guest speaker, or help students get organized. The
AVID class meets every day. Tutoring days are Monday & Wednesday 8:50-9:23 am, 12:45-1:30pm, and 1:35-2:20pm.

Guest Speakers come on Fridays

Please contact Sue Ann Austin saaustin2@earthlink.net (PTA Tutor Coordinator)

Reflections Program for 2006-07 — “My Favorite Place... ”

The Reflections Committee sent the following twelve
entries to the Wake County PTA council:

Music: Maitreyi Muralidharan, Kimberely Yao
Photography: Arjun Bhattacharya

Visual Arts: Stephanie Liu, Sara Kang

Literature: Sasirekha Vedaiyan, Jon Chang, Anna Li,
Alex Li, Sangeetha Kumar, Nivi Palani, Mansi Trivedi

The following students received Reflections Council

awards. They will be recognized on March 22, 2007

6:00PM at Ligon Middle School.

Photography: Arjun Bhattacharya 2™ place

Visual Arts: Stephanie Liu 6" place; Sara Kang
Honorable mention

Literature: Nivi Palani 2" place; Jon Chang 3" place

All participants are invited to attend the recognition
ceremony on April 11, 2007 in the Media Center during 8"
period: Arjun Bhattacharya, Yash Mehta, Stephanie Liu,
Sangeetha Kumar, Jon Chang, Evonne McArthur,
Jennifer Chai, Anna Li, Alicia Chen, Miles Elliott, Connor
Lillis, Katherine Suess, Krishan Sivaraj, Lisa Morris,
Mansi Trivedi, Colleen Ni, Michael Bai, Allison Hren, Alex
Li, Kimberly Yao, Shajuii Hussain, Nivi Palani, Maitreyi
Muralidharan, Austin Parker, Joshua Henry Nguyen,
Sashirekha Vedaiyan, Kaitlyn McCollum, Gabby
Feinstein, Genevieve Palmer, Amberly Winter Scott, Kelly
Justine Richard, Gerald Patton, and Sara Kang.

Reflections Chairpersons:
Stephanie Coard

Usha Gopalaswamy and
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LIGON ATHLETIC SPORTSWEAR ORDER FORM

Name RECEIPT #
Homeroom Grade #
Parent Name Phone #
YOUTH SIZES SM L XL ADULT SIZES SM L XL XXL

COLORS: NAVY/GOLD HEATHER GRAY/NAVY  GOLD/NAVY

GARMENT PRICE SIZE STYLE COLOR

HOODED SWEATSHIRT  $30.00

CREW SWEATSHIRT $25.00

ZIPUP HOODIES $37.50

T-SHIRT $12.00

MESH SHORTS $15.00

COTTON SHORTS $10.00

(Sophies)

SWEAT PANTS $25.00

BASEBALL HATS $15.00

TOTAL

STYLES:

1. LIGON GT MIDDLE 2. LIGON

3.  LIGON XXL Little Blues 4. LIGON XXL ATHLETICS
5. LIGON SOFTBALL 6. LIGON CHEER

7. LIGON HOOPS 8. LIGON FOOTBALL

9. LIGON SOCCER 10. LIGON VOLLEYBALL
11. LIGON TRACK 12. LIGON STEP TEAM

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LIGON ATHLETICS
Return to School Office: Ligon Sports Club, 706 E. Lenoir Street, Raleigh, NC 27601




| mportant Dates

3/27 - 3/130 — PTA Teacher Appreciation Week

4/2 - 4/6 — Spring Break

4/11 — PTA Board Meeting 7:30 a.m. All are welcome.
4/11 — Reflections Reception 1:35 p.m.

4/13 — School Dance 2:45 - 5:45 p.m.

4/23 - 4/27 — PTA Book Fair during school hours
4/24 — Books and Bagels 7:00 a.m.

4/26 — Encore Play: Flowers for Algernon

5/2 — PTA Board Meeting 7:30 a.m. All are welcome.
5/3 — Wake County Jazz Festival

5/4 — Teacher Workday - No School

5/8 — Spring Choral Concert 7:00 p.m.

5/9 — New Student Elective Fair

5/10 — Band Concert 7:00 p.m.

5/17 — Dance Concert 7:00 p.m.

5/18 — Eighth Grade Dance 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

5/23 — Spring Dance Concert 7:00 p.m.
5/24 — Talent Show Auditions 2:30 p.m.
5/28 — Memorial Day Holiday - No School
6/5 — LAB Awards 7:00 p.m.

6/6 — Ligon Fest Talent Show

6/7 — Eighth Grade Picnic

6/7 — Last Day of School for Students

Upcoming Home Games:
4/11 Boys Soccer vs. Dillard
4/12 Girls Softball vs. Carnage
4/16 Girls Softball vs. E Garner
4/23 Girls Softball vs. Martin
5/2 Girls Softball vs. Daniels

To find other events not listed here,
please visit the online calendar at:
http://ligon.wcpss.net
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