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Dear Parents, 
 

I cannot believe how quickly the summer 
has gone by. As the beginning of the school 
year approaches, I would like to welcome 
all of our new families to Ligon Middle 
School and say how excited we are that 
you have chosen to be a part of the Ligon 
community. For those families returning, 
welcome back! 
 

I am excited about serving as your PTA 
President for the 2006-2007 school year! 
The Executive Board has done an 
outstanding job in preparation for this 
upcoming year. We have our PTA 
membership drive underway and we need 
your financial support to make a difference 
in our school. Fundraising efforts are in 
progress as well. The Phantom is the PTA’s 
only major fundraiser during the year. The 
VP’s of fundraising, Mary Basnight and 
Phyllis Kritz have been working hard to 
make sure that we meet and perhaps 
exceed our fundraising goal this year.  
 

With your help, we can accomplish a lot this 

year. Our goal is to continue to work with 
the administration to provide a quality 
education for all children and to promote 
their health and welfare by enhancing the 
collaborative efforts between parents and 
teachers at Ligon Middle School. If you are 
not involved in the PTA, I encourage you to 
do so this school year. It’s a great way to 
meet other parents, get to know the staff 
and really take an active part in making a 
difference for our children. We are still in 
need of volunteers! It doesn’t take much of 
your time to make a difference.  
 

Again, I am looking forward to an exciting 
and productive year. If you would like to 
participate in the PTA, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or any of the 
executive board members.    
 
 

Michelle Collins Ogle, PTA President 
mickeyog@hotmail.com 
562-9264 
 

Carol Cuffney, PTA President-Elect 
cuffamily@nc.rr.com 
870-8838 
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Main Office:   
856-7929    
 

website:  
ligon.wcpss.net     
 

Phonemaster:  
856-7939 ext 2835         
 

Student Services:  
856-7940    
 

Email announcements: 
ligonparents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.
com    
           
Community Funding Links:   
www.foodlion.com  
Target:  81079    
Harris Teeter:  3875   
Kroger: 80753       
Office Depot: 70062124 
Box Tops for Education  
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Dear Parents, Faculty and Staff, 
 

The Ligon GT Magnet Middle School PTA 
welcomes you to the 2006-2007 school 
year and requests your support of our PTA 
Membership Drive! Our goal is to have 
100% participation. 
 

As you know, your membership in our 
school PTA helps to support many student 
activities, teacher grants, school projects 
and programs which enhance the 
educational experiences of all of our 
students. Also, when you join the school 
PTA, you automatically become part of the 
North Carolina PTA and National PTA. Your 
membership entitles you to the opportunity 
to learn about education, health, and well-
being of children and have a voice in 
addressing these issues through a national 

network. 
 
The membership fee is $5.00 per member. 
Please make check payable to Ligon PTA 
and return it to 706 E. Lenoir Street, 
Raleigh NC 27601. 
 

I encourage all Ligon parents, faculty and 
staff to join and actively participate in our 
PTA. 
 

If there are any questions regarding PTA 
Membership, contact Committee Chair 
Cynthia Gwynn, cgwynn@mindspring.com. 
 

Thanks for your support! 
 

Patricia A. Jones 
Vice President-Membership 
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Wow! I cannot believe that the summer is almost over. 
We have been busy preparing for the upcoming school 
year and are looking forward to the opening of school. 
Many changes have taken place over the summer, which 
have brought us many new personnel, programs, and 
instructional spaces. After many years of construction, 
the Ligon construction project is almost complete. We are 
working with the project manager to tie up loose ends and 
to work out any kinks. The project has provided Ligon 
with many new spaces and resources. The new media 
center opened at the end of last school year and includes 
a new computer lab for our staff and students, a 
television studio for our TV/Video Production program, 
and a new, more user friendly, system for organizing our 
books and resources. We have updated the Ligon 
website (http://ligon.wcpss.net) where you can view a list 
of all the new core and elective teachers as well as 
changes that have taken place in regards to the office 
staff and administration. We are excited about all of these 
new resources, which will help our students continue to 
excel and add to the rich history of excellence at Ligon! 
 

I attended the Magnet School of America conference in 
Omaha, Nebraska last April. Prior to attending the 
conference, we were informed that Ligon would be 
recognized with a number of other schools as a Magnet 
School of Excellence. During the award ceremony, Ligon 
was awarded one of the top recognitions, The American 
Education Solution Magnet School of Excellence Merit 
Award. This was the top award given to a magnet middle 
school by Magnet Schools of America. What an 
accomplishment and recognition for the wonderful 
programs, staff, students, and parents we have at Ligon. 

Way to go! 
 

The scheduling team has been working hard to ensure 
that student schedules are complete and accurate. Every 
effort has been given to make sure that students are in 
the correct classes and that they are enrolled in the 
electives they selected on their elective registration 
forms. Schedules will be finalized and mailed out the 
week of August 7. 
 

The first day of school for students will be Friday, August 
25. In order for our new students to make a smooth 
transition to Ligon, we are hosting an orientation program 
for all new students, “Into the Blue.”  Both parents and 
students, new to Ligon, are encouraged to attend this 
program, which will take place at Ligon on Tuesday, 
August 22. The parent program will include information 
about Ligon, how to support a Ligon student, and provide 
the opportunity to get questions answered. The student 
program will include team building activities, a tour of the 
campus, and the opportunity to meet their teachers and 
walk through their schedules. We are excited about this 
new program and are confident that it will help our new 
students get needed information prior to the first day of 
school. 
 

We are looking forward to a great 2006-2007 school year. 
We will continue to build upon Ligon’s rich history of 
academics, arts, innovative electives, and outstanding 
staff. I look forward to seeing everyone in August! 
 

Scott Lyons, 
Principal 
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President – Michelle Ogle 
mickeyog@hotmail.com         562-9264(h) 
 
President-Elect –  Carol Cuffney 
cuffamily@nc.rr.com              870-8838(h)              
 
Secretary – Christine Kushner 
                 
Treasurer – Cathy Couch 
cwcouch@nc.rr.com              676-4965(h) 
 
VPs of Fundraising – Mary Basnight & Phyllis Kritz 
Mary                                               Phyllis 
basnighm@bellsouth.net               pkritz@nc.rr.com  
833-6910(h)                                   789-0609(h) 

VP of Communication – Barbara Marley 
buzzmarley@msn.com           233-5211(h) 
 
VP of Membership – Patricia Jones 
pajones18@msn.com             789-0609(h)  
 
VPs of Programs – Michelle Burrows & Wanda McCargo 
Michelle                                          Wanda 
michelleburrows@earthlink.net     wlhec1@bellsouth.net 
677-7840(h)                                    217-1368(h) 
                 
VP of Support Services – Cassie Fuller 
thefullerfamily@earthlink.net 554-2338(h) 
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Have you donated to the Phantom?   
Did you know that the Phantom is the PTA’s only fundraiser? 
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Welcome to Ligon!! Exciting programs and great 
interscholastic girls and boys sports teams are here at 
Ligon! They include boys football, girls and boys 
basketball and soccer, girls volleyball and softball, girls 
and boys track, and cheerleading. A new addition to the 
sports family is the Ligon Step team. The 2005-2006 
campaign was a banner year for Ligon sports!!!!! Three of 
our teams went undefeated and were conference 
champs; girls and boys basketball and girls volleyball. 
And our other teams were top notch, giving their 
conference opponents a run for their money! 
 

I want to invite you to become a member of, and get 
involved early with the Ligon Sports Boosters (LSB). LSB 
is involved in a number of ways for the student-athletes at 
Ligon. The funds raised by the sale of sports apparel, 
concessions at the home games, and membership fees, 
go towards replacing the old and buying of new uniforms, 
purchasing large team equipment such as a football 
blocking sled, team conference champion banners, and 
recognition events for all our student-athletes. 

Membership is open to any person interested in 
supporting the athletic programs at our school. We 
encourage all Ligon students and their family and friends 
to join. This Fall we will again offer the All –Sports Pass 
and Ligon Sports Boosters decal for members. For 6th 
graders- don’t forget to stop by our table at the “Into the 
Blue” orientation where we will answer your questions 
and be selling Ligon athletic apparel. Apparel order forms 
and membership forms will be available. Athletic apparel 
will also be on sale at the Fall Open House right after 
school starts up, so bring your checkbook. 
 

Parents, get involved in Ligon athletics. The opportunities 
are endless; ranging from selling game concessions, to 
parent team representative, to being a board member. 
Providing some of your time volunteering pays great 
dividends to your student-athlete and the Ligon athletics 
program. Sign up!! 
 

Mark Petermann,  
LSB President 
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This budget will be voted on at the first PTA Board meeting and the General Membership meeting in September. 
 
INCOME:                                                                              EXPENSES: 
Book Fair                                                     $1,550                        Eighth-Grade Events                                            500 
Dues                                                               1,280                        Bank Charges/Operating/Insurance                     600 
Phantom Fundraiser                                    24,000                        Bus Driver, Custodian, Teacher Appreciation    1,100 
Other Receipts                                                 900                        Cultural Arts                                                       4,000 
                                                                                                       Grounds                                                                200 
Total Income:                                             27,730                        Media Center (Book Fair)                                  1,550 
                                                                                                       Mini-Grants to Teachers                                    5,055 
                                                                                                       Newsletter                                                          1,000 
                                                                                                       Principal / PTA President Discretionary                600 
                                                                                                       PTA Hospitality                                                     650 
                                                                                                       Reflections                                                            125 
                                                                                                       Student Directory                                               1,250 
                                                                                                       Student Recognition                                          1,600   
                                                                                                       Teacher Classroom Support                              7,500  
                                                                                                       Teacher Recognition Program                           2,000 
                                                                                                        
                                                                                                       Total Expenses:                                      27,730           
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 � � � . The PTA board meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 
7:30am in the media center. All interested members of the Ligon community are invited to attend. 
 

/ � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 0 � � � � .... Many PTA committees are still in need of volunteers and chairmen. Please do not hesitate to 
contact any of the PTA executive board members if you would like more information about a particular opportunity. 
PTA committees with openings include cultural arts, eighth grade events, hospitality, kids voting, LAB liaison, 
newsletter distribution, parent programs, staff appreciation, student recognition, teacher appreciation, and website. 
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 � � .... The Phantom is the PTA’s ONLY fundraiser during the year. The PTA is the only 
organization at Ligon that benefits every child and every  teacher. Let’s get 100% participation this year!  
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Here is how you will be kept informed 
during the year: 
·     Quarterly Newsletters, mailed directly to 

you  
·     Weekly Ligon emails (Don’t forget to 

sign up ASAP! Details are listed to the 
right.) 

·     Friday night phone calls from our 
Principal, Scott Lyons 
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Unless you specify otherwise, all students, including their name, address and phone number, are listed as they 
appear in the student records in the Student Directory.  
If you do not want your student(s) included or have changes, please check the appropriate box below and put the form 
in the box in the school office or e-mail Joyce Sutton at samosutt@aol.com by Friday, September 8, 2006.   
 
____  Please do NOT include my child(ren) in the Student Directory this year. 
 
____  See changes below: 
 
        Student(s) Name:          _________________________________ 
        Homeroom teacher:     _________________________________ 
        Parents© names:            _________________________________ 
        Phone:                           _________________________________ 
        Address:                       _________________________________ 
                                               _________________________________ 

 � � 4#� � � � � � � � � � 2 � � �
To subscribe to the weekly Ligon Parents email announcements,  
send a blank email to ligonparents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 
follow the instructions on the message. If you are a yahoo member, 
visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ligonparents. 
 

Teachers and Volunteers: If you have an announcement to make, 
please send your request to the PTA Yahoo group Chair, Jeff Jones, 
at Ligonpta@yahoo.com. It will be included in the next e-mail to all 
those who have subscribed. 

1.  Link to Stores  
Harris Teeter  3875  — **Did you know? You can 

link to more than 1 organization and Harris Teeter 
will divide the proceeds equally. You must “relink” 
each school year. Visit  www.harristeeter.com for 
details. The link is valid until May 31. 

Kroger   80753 — Link your Kroger Plus card. 
Target   81079 — Target "Take Charge of Education" 

Program:  Target will donate cash to Ligon equal to 
1% of your Target Visa or Target Card purchases 
made at Target stores or target.com and ½% of 
your Target Visa or Target Card purchases made 
anywhere else.  Call 1-800-316-6142 to link your 
card to Ligon.  Our number is 81079.  You may 
also register your card online at target.com. 

Office Depot  70062124 
Food Lion — Go to  www.foodlion.com to register 

your MVP card. 
 

2.  Send in Harris Teeter Milk Caps 
Send in Harris Teeter milk caps with “H” on cap. 
Visit www.harristeeter.com for more info. 

3.    Send in Box Tops for Education    
**Did you know? Ligon earns 10 cents for 
each boxtop.  
Visit www.boxtops4education.com for more info and 
COUPONS for participating products. 

 

4.  Send in Campbell’s soup labels 
Visit www.labelsforeducation.com for more 
info. 

 

5.  Make your Phantom donation today 
Have you donated to the Phantom Fundraiser? 
The Phantom is the PTA’s ONLY fundraiser during 
the year. Make your tax-deductible Phantom check 
payable to Ligon PTA and return it to the school 
office TODAY!! Thank you. 

 

Your child can drop boxtops, labels, and 
milk caps in the large envelope on the PTA 
bulletin board near the main office or give to 
your child’s teacher. 

EASY FUNDRAISING 
There are several ways you can support Ligon students and teachers: 
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THE PTA PHANTOM 
OUR School Needs YOUR Support! 

 

2006-2007 promises to be another outstanding year for all of our students and families, teachers and staff. With PTA 
backing, Ligon is able to offer that much more by supporting the creative learning that our school is known for. In order 
to guarantee a successful and rewarding year for the entire student body, it is essential that each and every family 
support PTA to the best of their ability. PTA is the only organization at Ligon that benefits every child and every 
teacher. What’s more, THE PHANTOM is PTA’s ONLY fundraiser for the entire school year.  
 
 With 100% participation from parents & teachers we will reach our $25,000 goal, enabling PTA to once again 
underwrite the multitude of programs and services that reflect Ligon’s strong tradition of academic achievement: 
 

·       Cultural Arts Events (e.g. writers-in-residence, live theater experiences, etc.) 
·       Teacher Minigrants (e.g. elective enrichment) 
·       Student Recognition 
·       Ligon Link (PTA Newsletter) 
·       Ligon Directory 
·       Hospitality 
·       Building & Grounds 
·       Eighth Grade Graduation-related Events 
·       Ligonfest End-of-Year Celebration 
·       Annual Teacher Classroom Allowances 
·       Reflections Fine Art Contest 
·       Parent Education Programs 
·       Teacher/Staff Appreciation 

 
Remember, our goal is 100% participation from families and staff. Gifts of all sizes make a difference! Thank 
you in advance for contributing in a timely manner and for giving as generously as you can.   

New Student Orientation -- August 22, 2006 
“ CATCH THE WAVE INTO THE BLUE”  

New Student Orientation:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Parent Session:  11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

AGENDA FOR PARENT SESSION 
 

11:00 am - 11:30 am            PARENT ARRIVAL/MEET AND GREET 
 

11:30-11:45 am                    6th Grade Team Introduction (Not a question and answer session) 
 

11:50 am – 12:10 pm           PARENT TOUR (6th grade hallway, student services, media center, Auditorium, Gym) 
 

12:15 am - 12:25 pm            6th Grade Information: Javier Martinez 
                                              Transportation/Carpool: Mr. Sharpe & PTA  
 

12:30 pm – 12:45 pm           PTA / LSB / LAB Introduction   
 

12:50 pm - 1:00 pm              Join students in Auditorium for final comments and singing Ligon Alma Mater 
 

END OF FORMAL SESSION 
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PTA is the ONLY organization that benefits EVERY 

Ligon student, teacher and parent. 

Our PTA PHANTOM FUNDRAISER supports:   
 Cultural Arts Events, Teacher Minigrants, Student 
 Recognition; Building & Grounds; Hospitality; 8th Grade 
 Graduation; LigonFest; Newsletter; Yahoo Group; Website;  
 Student Directory; Classroom Allowances; REFLECTIONS 
 Fine Arts Contest; Parent Education Programs;  
        Staff Appreciation… AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!  
 
 
There are 180 school days in each calendar year ... 180 days OF THE FINEST 
MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION AVAILABLE IN WAKE COUNTY! Please 
give generously to PTA©s ONLY school fundraiser-THE PHANTOM:  
Miracle Makers _____ $540($3 per school day)  
Dream Makers ______ $360 ($2 per school day)  
Champions       ______  $180 ($1 per school day)  
Faithful Friends  _____     $100  

   Helping Hands  ______     $50  
   Honor Roll          ______    $25  
 $     ______    other amount  

� Please note that $5 from every contribution, unless otherwise indicated, will 
be applied toward your annual PTA membership.  
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

_______Yes, I also want to support the Ligon Arts Boosters (LAB):  
 Halo Level    $250-$500    
 Diamond  $200   
 Gold  $100   
         Silver          $50 
 Bronze  $25  
 Member  $10  
 
 

_______Yes, I also want to support the Ligon Sports Boosters:  
 Gold  $100    
 Silver  $65    
 Little Blue $50 
  Adult   $30  
 Student  $15 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Name (s)______________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________ 
Phone _________________________    Email _________________ 

 
Child _________________Grade _____ Team_______ HR ________ 
Child _________________Grade _____ Team_______ HR ________ 

 
You may write a single check payable to Ligon PTA. PTA will forward your contact info along with 
payment in your name to LAB & Sports Boosters.  Please return this form as soon as possible to 

the school office:  706 E. Lenoir St. 27601 
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To help Ligon Middle School Soar “ Into the Blue” , we need many, many volunteers!   
We have opportunities for everyone, whatever your background, experience, available time or talents.   
My hope is that every family will find a way to give of their time and talents this year.   

 
                                Below we have listed areas within the PTA, LAB (Ligon Arts Boosters),  
                                and LSB (Ligon Sports Boosters) where we could very much use your help.   

 
Please begin by filling out some basic information about you and then  
check all areas where you can help.  This information will be passed on  
to the person in charge of each program and you will then be contacted directly.   
If you have any questions about the activity, feel free to  
contact the appropriate president as listed. 

 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE EDUCATION OF THE STUDENTS 
                                     AT LIGON MIDDLE SCHOOL!! 
 

    Crystal Henderson 
    crystal_henderson@hotmail.com 
                                                          Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer’s Name: __________________________________  
Student’s Name & Grade_____________________________ 
Phone #: day_____________eve____________  Email_________________ 

 
PTA: Michelle Ogle LAB: Ellen Vitek LSB:  Mark Petermann 
mickeyog@hotmail.com   elvitek@nc.rr.com  markpetermann@ncmail.net  
   
____ Book Fair ____Membership ____Fundraising 
____Grounds ____Ticket Sales/Concessions ____Ticket Sales 
____Hospitality ____Fundraising ____Concessions 
____Kids Voting ____Address Envelopes ____Communications 
____Tutoring ____Small Plaque Distribution ____Apparel Sales 
____Library Volunteer ____Hospitality ____Board Member 
____Office Volunteer ____General Volunteer ____Team Representative 
____Reflections  ____General Volunteer 
____Newsletter Distribution      
____Teacher/Staff Appreciation 
____General Volunteer 
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Office and Copying Help Needed  

in Student Services and Main Office 
 

There are two forms of help needed by Student Services and the Main Office. 
 

The office staff needs occasional volunteers to help in Student Services and the Main Office. The work involves 
answering phones, signing students in and out, etc. Training is provided, and there is always another staff person 
around to answer your questions and provide direction. You’ll help out the staff while gaining a better appreciation for 
what it takes to make Ligon run.  
 

Copying help involves copying items for teachers, so they can spend more of their energy on their students. We try to 
provide a volunteer for an hour or two each Monday and Thursday. Time of day is flexible. If we get enough 
volunteers, this is something you could do once a month. 
 

Please consider adding your name to our list of volunteers.   
Email Colleen Vitek, cvitek@nc.rr.com, or call her at 848-4844. 

The caliber of Ligon’s Arts Department and its top level 
instruction is widely acclaimed, and paired with top level 
academics, make Ligon who she is – the top Magnet 
Secondary School in the country.   For our children, this 
means a phenomenal range of arts courses taught by the 
very best teachers, up to three periods every day, at no 
charge!   They have a truly amazing opportunity. 
 

It is the support of parents, through their LAB 
memberships that enable these teachers to buy the 
supplies that make these programs work. Sheet music, 
scripts, paints and brushes and kilns, computer 
programs, audio equipment, costumes, tap shoes, 
lighting, instrument repair and rental, field trip 
scholarships … the list is endless. If your child will take 
one or more arts classes this year, please be certain to 

join LAB with your membership at any level you can. We 
need 100% participation , and the time for these teachers 
to order their supplies is now. 
 

LAB is a vital and exciting part of the Ligon community, 
and we invite you to become actively involved with us this 
year in supporting the arts program. LAB parents will help 
these teachers do what they do so well by soliciting 
memberships, helping with the fall fundraiser, selling 
tickets at performances, helping hang art, facilitating 
communication with parents, and publicizing events and 
awards.   Do join us – we need your help and LAB is a 
great way to get involved at Ligon! 
 

Sincerely, 
Ellen Vitek, LAB President 
elvitek@nc.rr.com 

Visual Arts . Band . Dance . Strings . Drama . Chorus . Web Production . Video Production … 
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About 75% of the student body will be in an art class 
during the first quarter. Make sure and ask your student 
what new things he or she learned, created, sang, 
danced, played, acted, or filmed in these first weeks of 
school. Also, be sure and checkout LAB’s page on the 
Ligon website, http://www.ligonarts.org, and the Ligon List 
Serve for announcements of upcoming performances. An 
“Arts Calendar” will be on the website soon! Other notes 
of interest: 

� �� Congratulations to Mrs. Bishop, who is a new co-
conductor of the Triangle Youth Orchestra. 

� �� Congratulations to Mr. Heath, who was elected 
Co-Chair of Dance Education for the Southern 
District (13 states). Mr. Heath also is serving as 

choreographer on the production team for the 
Emily Krzyzewski theatre in Durham. 

� � Choral Music Notes:  The deadline for State 
Honors Chorus applications is September 8, and 
auditions for this chorus will be held in late 
September. Kudos to former Ligon former 
students with leading roles in “Aida” at BTI on 
August 18 and 19. 

� � Orchestra Notes:  (All dates to be confirmed). 
Fieldtrip to Meymandi Hall, to see and hear the 
North Carolina Symphony, on Friday, October 27, 
at 11:30 a.m. Look for the Halloween Orchestra 
concert on Thursday, October 26, at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Sally Bloom, Arts Correspondent 
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08/22 — Into the Blue — New Student Orientation 

9:00am - 1:00pm Student session 

11:00am - 1:00pm Parent session 

08/25 — First Day of School 

09/04 — Labor Day … No school 

09/06 — PTA Board Meeting 7:30am  

09/11 — LAB Meeting 11:00am 

09/12 — Fall Open House and  

PTA General Membership Meeting 6:00pm 

09/29 — Fall Picture Day 

10/02 — Teacher Work Day 

10/04 — PTA Board Meeting 7:30am 

10/09 — LAB Meeting 11:00am 

10/27 — End of Quarter 

10/30 — Teacher Work Day 

10/31 — Picture Retake Day 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
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To find other events not listed here, 
please visit the online calendar at: 
ligon.wcpss.net 

 


