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Once again another month has flown by. Everyone seems
to have adjusted to life in the trailers. As long as the
weather is kind to us, the next phase of construction
should be equally bearable. Everyone’s cooperation is
greatly appreciated in this endeavor.

Three quick notes:

Please consider making a contribution to the Phantom.
Without your help, programs may have to be cut this year
and the shortfall will carry over to next year’s activities. Any
amount will get us closer and closer to our goal and help
us meet our needs.

We are very excited about our new slate of officers for next
year. Thank you to all who agreed to take on the various
tasks. If you are interested in serving on the PTA Board,
please contact Anne Ramsay (aeramsay@bellsouth.net)
and let her know where your time and talents lie.

Lastly, please help the Church Street drop off and pick up
go smoothly. While this is not an official carpool line, many
of us use it as such. Please encourage your children to
gather their things and get out of the car quickly, especially
if backpacks and instruments are housed in the rear or
trunk of the car. Also please avoid parking on the school
side of the street prior to 7:30 in the morning and between
2 and 2:30 in the afternoon. With a little consideration, we
may all have a better start to the morning.

Have a wonderful Spring Break!

Sincerely,

Bonnie McAdams
sbmcards@aol.com
PTA President

Anne Ramsay
aeramsay@bellsouth.net
PTA president-Elect

PARENTS!!
Want to stay informed about what is happening at Ligon?
Want to meet other Ligon parents?

Want to make a difference in your child’s school?
Join the Ligon PTA Board.
Contact Anne Ramsay, aeramsay@bellsouth.net or 781-1271,
to discuss how you can become involved!
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Dear Parents/Guardians:

| just wanted to give everyone a heads up that our
cafeteria renovation will be starting after Spring Break.
That means that we cannot use the cafeteria from after
Spring Break until the end of the school year. This is with
the goal of having the cafeteria renovated by the time
students come back for the 2005-2006 school year. Right
now the plan is for students to eat and have activity time
on the basketball and tennis courts but | will send a letter
home with students specifically dealing with this issue in
the next few weeks.

Sanderson High School is hosting a nationally recognized
expert on the effects and damage done to the brains of
teenagers when illegal drugs are consumed. Dr. Wilkie
Wilson has agreed to speak at Sanderson on March 8 at
7PM in the Sanderson High School Auditorium on
Strategies for Mental Success: Keys to a Healthy Brain.
Sanderson’s PTA asked us to help get this information
out to parents.

WHO DO YOU KNOW??

Is your neighbor a pro hockey player? your brother-in-
law® cousin® wife a TV weathercaster? your sister the
children® librarian at the Harrison Library?

LIGON READS is looking for community celebrities to
read on the "kick-off" of the LIGON READS project on
Tuesday, April 5 at 9:45 a.m.

During this time, the guest readers will read to students
from Leon® Story, Ligon® selected choice.

Please share names and contact information with Angie
Morris, Ligon Media Center, 856-7935 or
amorris2@wcpss.net.

Marjorie K.N. Salzman
Magnet Program Coordinator
Ligon GT Magnet Middle School

Thanks to the parents that attended our February SWING
DANCE session sponsored by the ARTHUR MURRAY
DANCE STUDIO. A few parents commented that with a
few more lessons, we@ be good enough to crash the
student dance. Well, maybe more than a few....Anyway,
many thanks to Athina Sgambati for refreshments, and
the Drama Department for door prizes.

As a county, Wake is always looking for ways to make
sure that our students are safe and drug free. Around the
county, drug searches with drug dogs and practice
lockdowns will be ongoing. Parents will be notified by
letter after a drug search or practice lockdown has
occurred. Since fire drills were instituted years ago, not a
single child has died in a school fire. The country cannot
say the same for school violence. That is why the county
is looking at practice lockdowns.

Sﬁring elective registration is around the corner for rising
7" and 8" graders and high school registration is
underway right now. If you have any questions, please
contact your child’s grade level counselor.

Have a great March!

Beth Cochran
Principal

Visual Arts News

Thanks to the works of three creative students, Ellis
Gyongyos® stained glass, lan Harwood® charcoal

drawing, and Ethan Sherbondy® photoshop graphic,
Ligon will be beautifully represented at Gifts of Gold.

Hartley Tempest and Grey ldol were honored at the
Scholastic Art Awards banquet at Barton College in
Wilson, NC. Their works have gone on to NYC to be
judged in the Eastern Regional competition. We®
keep you posted on the success of these two pastel
paintings and hope that we can report that they
have been accepted to the national exhibition.

They should be!

K Thorsen

Parents, reserve FRIDAY, APRIL 1st for our last, blast
during the school dance. Whether you have an athletic
bone in your body or not — come out for games,
refreshments and fun during our ORGANIZED
ATHLETICS session sponsored by the Ligon PE
department.




Basketball Update: The boys basketball team ended
the season with 10 wins and 4 losses. Congratulations on
a great year! The girls team had 6 wins and 8 losses. Go
Lady Blues!

Boys Soccer News: Congratulations to the following
boys on making the soccer team: Dan Bula, lan Cargil,
Matt Gellatly, Ethan Hall, Ben liames, Josh Jenkins,
Peter Marinelli, Grant Marley, Roland Maurer, Paul
Owens, Andrew Paulson, Sanket Prabhu, Ben Rucker,
Jacob Schwab, Cirag Shah, Carter Shore, and Justin
Wiggs. The team is coached by Joe Grigas and the
team manager is Cole Leiter.

Ligon Sports Boosters Wants You! To join the Ligon
Sports Boosters, or to volunteer, please call Jami Holt at
510-5566 or e-mail her at holtfamily@bellsouth.net. We
are currently looking for board members for 2005-06.
Please consider becoming a part of this exciting group.
Go Little Blues!

Track News: Track tryouts begin Tuesday, February 22.
Joyce Henry will be coaching the girls track team and
Scott Rouse will be heading up the boys track team. The
meet schedule has been modified and is as follows:

April 5-Ligon vs. Carnage at Carnage

April 12 —Carroll and Daniels vs. Ligon at Carroll

April 19 — Dillard and North Garner vs. Ligon at
Dillard

April 26 — Martin and East Garner vs. Ligon at
Carnage

Make plans to come to a game! All game schedules are
posted on the Ligon Middle School Calendar and you can
also find downloadable schedules on the Wake County
Public Schools website under Athletics. Bring $3.00 for
your entry fee and some extra change for the concession
stand!

See you there.

Reflections Program for 2004-05
“A Different Kind of Hero”

Congratulations to the winners of WCPTA Council.
Betty Lou Poston won 1% place in the Visual Arts
Category. She will be competing in the district level and
we wish her good luck.

Elizabeth Capel won Honorable mention in the
Photography Category.

They will be recognized in a reception conducted by the
WCPTA Council on March 17" 2005 at South East
Raleigh High School.

Ligon participants are invited for the Reflections
recognition reception on March 3", 2005 at 1:35PM in the
media center.

Next year’s theme is “l wonder why...”

Usha Gopalaswamy
Reflections Chair

LigonREADS

Volunteer to read and discuss Leon’s Story in April

Our all school reading program, LigonREADS will kick off
the first day back after spring break — April 5, 2005.
Parents are invited to school on Tuesdays and Thursdays
during the month of April to read to classes at DEAR time
(9:45am-10:15am) and to participate in discussions of the
book Leon’s Story with our students. Alumni will be with
us and we also hope to have some local dignitaries
participate.

You can view a summary and reviews of the book at:
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0374443300/
Qid=1108772221/sr=2-1/ref=pd_ka_b_2_1/103-9964519-
8300617

Teachers received their copies of the book this week.
Student books will be distributed April 5. Books are
provided by a Ligon PTA mini-grant and a service
learning grant from “Learn and Serve”.

Call Angie Morris, Kim Shelton or Kevin Phipps at the
Ligon Media Center 856-7935 for details and volunteer
sign-up. Thank you for supporting our “one book, one
school” program!




PTA MINI-GRANTSAWARDED

The Ligon PTA is pleased to announce the recipients of the second round of Mini-Grants!
Based on the success of our current fund raising efforts, we are able to provide 8 Staff Development Mini-Grants

and 3 Instructional Mini-Grants totaling $2077.

Staff Development Mini-Grants — Round 2

Faculty and staff member could request up to $200 toward the expenses of attending professional development

workshops or seminars.

Applicant Funding

Purpose

Karen Thorsen $200

Art Educ. Conference

Rebekah Dodd $200

Art Conference

Michelle Parkerson $ 80

Strategy Workshop Supplies

Amanda Heiskell $200

Social Studies Conference

LauraMoore $500

Differentiated Instruction Workshops (for all teachers)

Lauren Likosar $100

School Counselors Conference

Beth Pope $109

Dance Workshop

Freddie Heath $109

National Boards

TOTAL
= $1498

Instructional Mini-Grants — Round 2

Faculty and staff members were eligible to apply for funding up to $300 for educational enhancement, needed
equipment, and child welfare projects. (Requests may be combined for increased funding.)

Applicant Funding

Purpose

PatriciaHeald $170

Geometry Sketchpad

Rebekah Dodd $300

Stained Glass Equipment

Paul Lucas $109

Pedometers for Healthful Living

TOTAL=$579

Faculty and staff are required to sign an acceptance statement upon receipt of the funding and asked to submit an
article to the PTA newsletter describing the project or development activity for which the funding was allotted.

Thank you to the faculty and staff of Ligon for their interest and participation in this PTA program.

SPECIAL THANKS to the parents and friends of Ligon who made possible the funding for the PTA Mini-Grants

which will be used to better educate our children.

Ligon PTA Mini-Grants Committee:
Brad Braham

Cathy Couch

LaVerne Weldon




2005 is Year of Languages

March 7-11: National Foreign Language Week

Sponsored by the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages (ACTFL), 2005 is being celebrated
as the Year of Languages in the United States. The
goal of the Year of Languages celebration is to
advance the concept that every American should
develop proficiency not only in English, but in other
languages as well. We must acknowledge and
celebrate the increasing importance of language
learning in American education and American life. The
ability to converse in and comprehend another
language is only the beginning. The skills taught as part
of language learning make a student® performance
better overall. Did you know that students enrolled in
language programs perform better in other subjects
than those who are not, and the College Board has
found that secondary students with four or more years
of language instruction score higher on the SAT? To
find out more, go to the ACTFL Year of Languages
website at (http://www.yearoflanguages.org/i4a/pages/
index.cfm?pageid=3419).

Ligon joins in the celebration of languages every day
with classes in six world languages - French, German,
Japanese, Spanish, Latin and Chinese. Please read on
for some special events.

On March 2nd, Ms. Garrison will accompany German I
and lll students to UNC-Greensboro for the statewide

German Day Competition. Ms. Garrison® students are
regular participants in this event and always come
home with awards for their excellence in the language
competitions! Congratulations are already in order for
Jillian Dunbar, a 7th grader at Ligon. Her T-shirt design
will appear on about 500 T-shirts at the event.
Congratulations, Jillian.

During Foreign Language Week, March 7-11, the
Foreign Language Department will sponsor a Quiz
Bowl for all students at Ligon with questions related to
foreign cultures and languages. Foreign language
students will be holding an international candy sale
during all three lunch periods on Wednesday, March 9.
Ms. Wilkerson’s Latin class and Ms. Carr’s Spanish |
classes will enjoy a cultural foods event on Thursday,
March 10.

During Spring Break, Ms. Chapman and thirteen
students from Ligon will travel to France for ten days to
visit with French families in our sister-city of
Compeigne. French students visited Raleigh with their
teachers last October. This is the fifth exchange that
Ms. Chapman has coordinated. Bon voyage!

Beth Carr
Spanish Teacher / Foreign Language Department Chair
Mentor Coordinator

PTA Nominationsfor School Year 2005-2006

OFFICE

NAME

President

Anne Ramsay

President-Elect

Michelle Ogle

Vice-Pres.- Fundraising

Bonnie McAdams

Vice-Pres.- Fundraising

Loree Idol

Vice-Pres.- Programs

Wanda McCargo

\Vice-Pres.- Programs

Michelle Burrows

\Vice-Pres.- Communications

Barbara Marley

\Vice-Pres. - Mini-Grants

Lisa Pace

Secretary

Jane Pinsky

Treasurer

Cathy Couch




Monthly Reminders

03/01 — Mail checks to Phantom Fundraiser 03/17— Softball @ East Garner 3:45pm
03/03 — Reflections Reception 1:35pm 03/21 — 03/28 — Spring Break

03/03 — Band Concert 7:00pm 03/30 — Report Cards

03/07 — Ligon Arts Boosters Meeting 11:00am 03/30 — Spring Sports Pictures

03/07 — Softball @ Ligon 3:45pm 03/30 — 6th Grade Hepatitis B Shots 7:30am
03/09 — Boys Soccer @ Ligon 3:45pm 03/30 — Boys Soccer @ Ligon 3:45pm
03/09 — Pieces of Gold 7:00pm 03/31 — Honor Roll Celebration

03/10 — Third Quarter ends 03/31 — Softball @ Ligon 3:45pm

03/10 — Softball @ Ligon 3:45pm To find other events not listed here, please visit our online
03/11 — Teacher Workday calendar at: ligon.wcpss.net

03/12 — Battle of the Books 8:30am

03/14 — Softball @ Daniels 3:45pm

03/15 — PTA Board Meeting 7:30am

03/16 — Boys Soccer @ Ligon 3:45pm

03/17 — District Choral Festival 8:30am
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